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Recreational Boating Density

(Northeast Ocean Data Portal)

Source: SeaPlan2012 Northeast Recreational Boater Survey



Recreational Boating Density
Blue Plan Sector(s):  Recreation & Tourism > Recreational Sailing/Boating/Kayaking

Summary Description: Both a random and supplemental sample of Northeast boaters plotted their 
boating routes through the 2012 boating season using an online mapping application. The density 
map is derived using only the random sample of survey participants and is intended to show the 
relative density of boating activity throughout the region using a scale from high (red) to low 
(green). Areas showing low or no activity does not necessarily mean they are not used for 
recreational purposes. According to the results of the survey, these areas are likely less trafficked 
than others. Survey methodology consists of surveying a random sample of selected boat owners 
throughout the Northeast through a series of monthly online surveys. The surveying period lasted 
throughout the 2012 boating season (May 1 through October 31, 2012). 

Full Description:
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/RecreationalBoaterRoute
Density.pdf

Access Instructions: Go to http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/. Go to Recreation > 
Recreational Boating Density

http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/RecreationalBoaterRouteDensity.pdf
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/
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2013 Pleasure Craft Sailing Vessel Density

(New York Geographic Information Gateway)

Source: Department of Commerce (DOC), National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Ocean 
Service (NOS), Coastal Services Center (CSC)   



2013 Pleasure Craft Sailing Density

Blue Plan Sector(s):  Recreation & Tourism > Recreational Sailing/Boating/Kayaking

Summary Description:  Abstract: Automatic Identification Systems (AIS) are a navigation 
safety device that transmits and monitors the location and characteristics of many vessels 
in U.S. and international waters in real-time. This map service represents the density of all 
pleasure craft and sailing vessel traffic in 2013 for the contiguous United States offshore 
waters from pleasure craft and sailing vessels with AIS transponders in 100 meter grid cells. 
The data are best interpreted using a high to low density scale and does not represent 
actual vessel counts.

Full Description:
http://opdgig.dos.ny.gov/geoportal/catalog/search/resource/detailsnoheader.page?uuid={
302C23B4-3880-4FCD-A25C-095680DDE66C}

Access Instructions: Go to http://opdgig.dos.ny.gov/#/map. Go to Transportation > Water 
Based > 2013 Pleasure Craft Sailing Vessel Density

http://opdgig.dos.ny.gov/geoportal/catalog/search/resource/detailsnoheader.page?uuid={302C23B4-3880-4FCD-A25C-095680DDE66C}
http://opdgig.dos.ny.gov/#/map
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Recreational Boater Routes

(Northeast Ocean Data Portal)

Source: SeaPlan2012 Recreational Boater Survey



Recreational Boater Routes
Blue Plan Sector(s):  Recreation & Tourism > Recreational Sailing/Boating/Kayaking

Summary Description:  The Northeast Recreational Boater Routes displays recreational boater 
routes that were mapped by participants in the 2012 Northeast Recreational Boater Survey, which 
was conducted by SeaPlanΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ hŎŜŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ όbwh/ύΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ 
marine trade associations composed of many private industry representatives, and the First Coast 
Guard District. Survey participants mapped routes using an interactive mapping tool. Routes were 
clipped to the shoreline using the NOAA Medium Resolution Shoreline dataset. The methodology 
consists of surveying a random sample of selected boat owners throughout the Northeast through 
a series of monthly online surveys. The surveying period lasted throughout the 2012 boating 
season (May 1 through October 31, 2012). 

Full Description:
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/RecreationalBoaterRoute
s.pdf

Access Instructions: Go to http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/. Go to Recreation > 
Recreational Boater Routes

http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/RecreationalBoaterRoutes.pdf
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/
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Distance Sailing Races

(Northeast Ocean Data Portal)

Source: SeaPlan, Surfrider, and Point 97



Distance Sailing Races
Blue Plan Sector(s):  Recreation & Tourism > Recreational Sailing/Boating/Kayaking

Summary Description:  The Distance Sailing Race layer depicts race routes as mapped in the 
Northeast Coastal and Marine Recreational Use Characterization Study which was conducted by 
SeaPlan, the SurfriderFoundation, and Point 97 under the direction of the Northeast Regional 
Planning Body. Routes were mapped using a combination of outside research, leveraging existing 
data sources such as the Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Plan (RI OSAMP), and 
gathering input from race organizers and other industry experts through participatory mapping. For 
the purpose of characterizing events for this dataset, a distance race is defined as 1) an offshore 
race starting at one port and ending in another, or 2) an offshore race which begins at a port, has a 
turning point at a single location, and ends at the same port.

Full Description:
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/DistanceSailingRaces.pdf

Access Instructions: Go to http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/. Go to Recreation > 
Distance Sailing Races

http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/DistanceSailingRaces.pdf
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/
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Boat Launches

(Northeast Ocean Data Portal)

Source: Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection, Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and 
Forestry, Massachusetts Office of Fishing and Boating, New 
Hampshire Office of Energy and Planning, New York State Office of 
Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation, Rhode Island Sea Grant 
Program, Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, 
Rhode Island Geographic Information System



Boat Launches

Blue Plan Sector(s):  Recreation & Tourism > Sailing/Boating/Kayaking

Summary Description: This layer depicts state, municipal, and privately owned boat 
launches and marinas within 10 kilometers of the coast. Sites may be ramps suitable for 
trailered or carried-in boats, or landing facilities. Locations only suitable for shoreline fishing 
access and not boat put-in were not included in this data set. Data were aggregated from 
numerous authoritative state sources for coastal waters, lakes, ponds, and rivers. Based on 
source data, this product may not indicate private or pubic access for a given launch site and 
users are advised to determine accessibility prior to using a site. Data sources range from 
2008 to 2014. 

Full Description:
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/BoatLaunches.pdf

Access Instructions: Go to http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/. Go to 
Recreation > Boat Launches

http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/BoatLaunches.pdf
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/


Boat Launches

CTDEEP Saltwater Fishing Resource Map

Source:CTDEEP



Boat Launches

Blue Plan Sector(s):  Recreation & Tourism/Recreational Sailing/Boating/Kayaking

Summary Description:  Make sure that you are familiar with current sport fishing 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ όƻǇŜƴ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ǎƛȊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƭƛƳƛǘǎύΦ /ƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎƭŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 
summaries of rules and regulations governing sport fishing in Connecticut. You can also 
view a separate summary of marine sport fishing regulations. For legal purposes, the 
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies and the General Statutes of Connecticut should 
be consulted. 

More information about Trailered and Car Top/ Carry-In Boat Launches owned and/ or 
operated by the CT DEEP is available in the Connecticut Boaters Guide and on the CT-DEEP 
website. Boat launches shown in this map provide access to Long Island Sound.

Town-owned and privately owned boat launches are also included in this map. These 
listings come from the CT Coastal Access Guide.

Full Description:n/a

Access Instructions:  
https://ctdeep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=719fe5662ac145f3b89
fe8daf6b86042

https://ctdeep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=719fe5662ac145f3b89fe8daf6b86042
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All Recreational Boater Activities

(Northeast Ocean Data Portal)

Source:SeaPlan, 2012 Northeast Recreational Boater Survey



All Recreational Boater Activities
Blue Plan Sector(s):  Recreation & Tourism > Recreational Sailing/Boating/Kayaking

Summary Description: The Northeast Recreational Boater Activities Layer depicts activity points 
plotted by participants in the 2012 Northeast Recreational Boater Survey, which was conducted by 
{Ŝŀ tƭŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ hŎŜŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ όbwh/ύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ 
associations composed of many private industry representatives, and the First Coast Guard District. 
Boaters were able to identify locations where they partook in specific activities related to 
recreational boating, such as fishing, wildlife viewing, SCUBA diving, and swimming. The 
methodology consists of surveying a random sample of selected boat owners throughout the 
Northeast through a series of monthly online surveys. The surveying period lasted throughout the 
2012 boating season (May 1 through October 31, 2012). 

Full Description:
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/RecreationalBoaterActivi
ties.pdf

Access Instructions: Go to http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/. Go to Recreation > 
All Recreational Boater Activities. 

http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/RecreationalBoaterActivities.pdf
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/
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Surface Water Activities

(Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data Portal)

Source: Point 97, SurfriderFoundation, Urban Coast Institute 
at Monmouth University, and The Nature Conservancy  



Surface Water Activities
Blue Plan Sector(s):  Recreation & Tourism > Recreational Boating/Sailing/Kayaking

Summary Description: Abstract: The data is displayed using a 1 kilometer by 1 kilometer grid for the U.S. Mid Atlantic coastline 
and offshore areas. The grid was created in ArcGIS 10.1 using the "Create Fishnet" tool. A polygon shapefile was created 
covering the extent of the Mid Atlantic region and was used as the feature class the grid was created from. After the grid was 
created, a union was run to remove the grid cells that fell inland of the medium-resolution NOAA coastline. The final result was
the 1 kilometer by 1 kilometer planning unit grid extending from New York down to Virginia, following the coastline, and 
extending offshore far enough to intersect all activity points. The grouped activity points were merged together and summarized 
to the planning unit grid, leaving each cell with a value equal to the number of points that fell within that cell. In the attribute 
table, the number of each individual activity that make up the activity group is available to see what activities took place within 
that particular cell. Purpose: The goal of this study was to gather data on coastal and ocean recreation spatial use patterns to 
inform marine planning efforts in the U.S. Mid Atlantic region. The following is a description of the methods used to create the
data for the Mid Atlantic Coastal and Ocean Recreation Study. The data were collected through an online survey deployed from 
July 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013. The survey respondents provided spatial information by placing a marker to indicate where 
they recreated on the coast in the last 12 months. The activity points used for this surface water grouping were 
kayaking/paddling, swimming, windsurfing, kiteboarding, skimboarding, and surfing. This dataset shows a 1 kilometer by 1 
kilometer planning unit grid that the surface water-based activity points were summarized to. 

Full Description:http://portal.midatlanticocean.org/static/data_manager/metadata/html/CoastalRec_overview.html

Access Instructions: Go to http://portal.midatlanticocean.org/. Go to Recreation > Coastal Recreation Survey > Surface Water 
Activities

http://portal.midatlanticocean.org/static/data_manager/metadata/html/CoastalRec_overview.html
http://portal.midatlanticocean.org/
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Board and Paddle Events

(Northeast Ocean Data Portal)

Source: Surfrider, SeaPlan, and Point 97



Board and Paddle Events
Blue Plan Sector(s):  Recreation & Tourism > Recreational Sailing/Boating/Kayaking

Summary Description:  This layer depicts the point locations of competitive board and paddle 
events as mapped in the Northeast Coastal and Marine Recreational Use Characterization Study 
which was conducted by SeaPlan, the SurfriderFoundation, and Point 97 under the direction of the 
Northeast Regional Planning Body. This study mapped event locations through an online opt-in 
survey, which allowed participants to map the locations of stand up paddleboard (SUP) races, surf 
contests, triathlons, and kayak, canoe or row boat races. The survey was live from March 31st to 
May 25th, 2015 and utilized Google Maps and a nautical chart interface which allowed users to map 
a polygon depicting the spatial footprint of the event. Increasing in popularity with spiking trends in 
ocean recreation participation, these nearshore events are held year round and are primarily 
scheduled during warmer months. 

Full Description:
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/CompetitiveBoardAndPa
ddleEvents.pdf

Access Instructions: Go to http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/. Go to Recreation > 
Board and Paddle Events

http://www.northeastoceandata.org/files/metadata/Themes/Recreation/CompetitiveBoardAndPaddleEvents.pdf
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/
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Water Trails

(Northeast Ocean Data Portal)

Source: Bronx River Alliance of Connecticut, Rhode Island 
Blueways, The Nature Conservancy, Maine Island Trail 
Association 


